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PREFACE. 


=] HE following Lester, firſt pub« 
i liſh'd on the Day of its Date, 
was wrote by one, who, on Prin- 
| ciples of Conſcience, has a fin- 
EP! cere Veneration for the Chri- 
1 Prieſthood, thro a Religious Regard 
to the Words of the Great High Prieſt, aud 
Biſhop of Souls, who hath ſaid, That. he.who 
heareth them, beereth Him ;, 2 that he who 
deſpiſeth * deſpiſeth Him, and GOD m 
{ ſent Him; and a very particular Reverence 
for that Learned and Ven ble Body, t | 

Clergy of the Church of : England, among 
'* whom, the moſt. Prejadiced 0 allow, there 
are a great many Burning and Shining Lights, | 
both for Knowledge and Piety ; and to be 
yet more particular, no ſmall Reſp ect for the 
very Worthy Divine to ef — the Letter 
was addreſs'd. with the greateſt Civility. 
It is now re · publiſn d on the Return of 
that Anniverfary, which at firſt occafian'd 
it; with no Deſign to reflect upon, or re 
proach ny Perſon, but rather t to remove all 

one Af - Occaligns 


e 


Ge of Scandal, from the artes 
of our Church, who ſeek, and are glad to find 
them: Men who ſhew ſo little Concern for 
their Souls, that they catch at every Colour, 
or Pretence to find Fault with their Teachers, 
to whom GOD bas committed the Care of 
them. As if a Miſtake or Tranſgreſſion in a 
Clergyman, abſolv'd them from all Obliga- 


tions to the Order, nay even from their Duty. | 
to GOD Himſelf! as if their own:moſt noto- 


rious Sins were Ju ſtifiable, becauſe the Clergy, 
who with Divine Authority inſtruct, admo- 
niſh, and rebuke, are Men, and not Angels! 


and as if their Perſonal Impetfedtions' va- 


cated that Divine Committion, "IT "Which 
they act! PINE Toy 
- Amongſt the many Cl: "rl gab epainſb 
| the Reverend Clergy by Libertines a nd thoſe 
who notiithſiandih Leder great Profeſſions 
pf Religion and kal for Referent, where 
it is leaſt needed do yet aſſiſt them in endea- 
vouring to deſtroy our Common Chfiſtianity, 
Inconſiſtency in Doctrines, and between 
Doctrines and Practices, is not the leaſt. Not 
conſidering that different views and Degrees 
of Information, may cauſe that to appear in- 
conſiſtent to one, Which does not ſeem ſo to 
another. And ſuppoſiag there ſhond be a 
real Inconſiſtency, it does not follow'that he 
ho falls into it, difcerns it. If die he in the 
in ſincere, Charity, not to ſay common 


Candor, and a Regard to humane Weakneſs, 


will 
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will: ailpoſe us to think it his Misfortune 
rather than his Fault. Nor is it at all diffi- 
cult to account for this Diverſity, without 
Reproach to the Clergy, unleſs we deem'd 
it juſt to upbraid them, that they have not 


5 wy. Gift of Prophecy, nor an Exemption' 


from humane Infirmities. May the Re- 
proach fall Where it really ought to reſt, 


on their implacable Enemies and Revilers; 


Who, like the grand Enemy of Mankind. 
tempt and enſndre, and then accuſe. The | 
wil ful Oppoſit ition to Truth ought to be ve- 
ry evident, &re we can in common Equity 
impute it to any Man, much leſs to ſuch a 
Number of Learned, Pious, and Venerable 
Perſonages. And if they find the People 


leſs tractable, and more indiſpoſed to ſome 
ſort of Arguments, alledg d in Juſtification. 


of themſelves in a certain Point, on the 30th 


of January, or 29th ef May, than at any 


other Seaſon; no doubt their Wiſdom and 


Piety will incline them to comply, as the 


great Apoſtle 18 with the Weakneſs of their: 


| K lock. 


But then, on i the other. hand, give we 
leave to hope, that one may, without juſt 
Offence, nay, even in great Reſpect to the 


Perſons from whom we differ, as well as 


for the Sake of Truth, whoſe Intereſt is to 
take Place of all perſonal Conſiderations, 
deſire and endeavour to clear up the Um- 


ede and remove the Difficulties ; > to. ex- 


Pg: 
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plain the Terms, to fix their Meaning, and 
argue temperately, till by a fuller View of 
the Subject, the ſeeming Contradiction va- 
niſhes. This was what I propoſed in my 

Letter to the Reverend Dr. S. for a 1 thank 
60D I have no Seruple on that Subjedt, 
farther than the Uneaſineſs it gives an ho- 
neſt Mind, to be obliged by the irre ſiſtible 
Force of evident Truth, to differ from Per. 
ſons whoſe Learning, Judgment, Piety, and 
general Character command our Reſpect; 
and for which Reaſon one wou d be glad to 
reconcile this good Opinion of them with 
the Conſciouſneſs of one's own: Integrity, 
and unprejudiced- Purſuit of Truth. 
Tour Lordſhip, ſays a very ingenious and 
celebrated Diſputant to his Ad verſary, could 
not male an Anſwer to thoſe Queſtions that 
were ask'd about Prayer, agreeable to your own 

purpoſe, and therefore have very judiciouſly made 
none. This is a common Caſe in matters of 
Controverſy, and a more commendable Me- 
thod than many others that are purſued. 
The Reverend Doctor: Reply tothe following 
Letter is, That it lays the Foundation for a 
Disſpnte in Politicks ; that having advanced 
no new Opinions, he is no more concerned thaw 
any other Clergyman ; therefore by reaſon f 
his conſtant Engagements, thinks it ſufficient 
to refer to what 2 been already wrote or to ſome 
body of more Leiſure for a more ſatisfactory 


Anſwer. The Doctor is the beſt Judge en 
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his own Engagements: z he has given us an 


ample Proof of an ex tenſive Charity for the 


Souls of them that might fall into Deluſion, a 


| Zeal for the Advancement of \Piety, and = 
| Concern for the Honour of GOD's Miniſters, 


both dead and living, in the excellent Uſe he 
has made of a litile vacant time to urge ſome 
unwelcome Truhe, and not ſuffer People to be 
led into, or continue in, 2 deſtructiue Snare, 
by diſcovering. whether his Antagoniſt war 
leading them. Far be it from me to divert 
his Thowgbes from uſeful Sub jet he had 


choſen, to . e not agreeable; tho 
with due Submiſſion — — dgments, nei- 


ther unuſeful nor ungecolſany:" I hall not 


| therefore be ſo unmunnerly as to urge him 


with what he does not like, but addreſs 
myſelf to Al whom it may concern 4 
it can be no Offence'ito go upon the ſame 
Views that mov d ſo judicious and worthy a 
Divine; or to ſuffer the Carſidenratiant that 
were upper m0 with' him; to maik. oil 1 | 
| ſondl Regards. ' 

That "Political Difputes- may dap to 
be interwoven with Cafes of Conſcience is 
not ſtrange ; ſince we are commanded to be 


ſubjeũ not owl; 5 for Wrath, but for Conſcience 


Sake : And 1 ſhou'd think Colts De 6 
Regard to the next World only, without o- 
ther Proſpects, is the ſhorteſt and ſureſt Way 
to determine them. But that the Difficulties 
in the following Letter are aerely Po. 
1 2 FLEE Ü 0 1 li 
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litical,, and do not affect, more or leſs, the 
Generality of Chriſtians with regard to 
Conſcience, «is not eaſily diſcern d. Sup--, 
plications; Prayers, Interceſjzors, and giving f. 
| Thanks are to be made by Al with that Fer- 
vour ane Devotion the Door contends for; 
the Moſt are call d upon; ta: S wear; Many to; 
Fight; and all indefinitely to Submit. And. 
_ none of theſe muſt be done with a doubtigg 
Conſcience; a firm Perſuaſion of the Law 
fulneſs of our Conduct being abſolutely, ne- 
ceſſary ; for whatſoever it not f Faith, is Sin. 
How others: a&, or how far they arg gon 
cern'd, is not the main Queſtion with, him 
who conſiders that every; Man | muſt; give an 
Account” of himſelf, both to GOD and the 
World; that we are 20 ta fallom 4 Multi- 
tude to do Euil, but muſtibe determined by 
the Force of Truth, and the Merits of the 
Cauſe,” not- by humane Authority : and. Ex- 


ample, be they ever ſoigfeat. The Deter- 


mination and Practice of ſuch a venerable 
Body as the Ermgliſh Clergy, ought without 
doubt to weigh more with us than any other 
modern Example or Authority. But I muſt 
beg leave to ſay, that this is not ſo clear and 
expreſs as to be a ſufſicient Guide to us of 
the Laity. It being too well known. that 
every Man brought his different Arms into 
the Field of Controverſy, which tended 


wore to Confuſion than to Victory, or. Edi: 


fying. The Arguments were almoſt as; var 
* rious 


— 


ihe: Hnr. 
rious as the Men ho uſed them. And not 
only different, in which: Caſe they might 
all be agrecable to Truth, but even incon - 
ſiſtent and contradictory, and therefore ſome 
of them muſt Nan fo it. 80 that 
tho' we pay all poſſible Reſpect to our 
deing particularly acquainted. with the 
OSrounds on which they proceed, is a Defe- 
rence that 1 dare ſay. they do not require. 
Some very well affected to the Government, 
and the Conſequences of the Revolution, os 
penly declare againſt what are called Reso- 
Inution- Principlet. Others, whoſe Teal for 
- | both is not to he queſtioned, complain, after 
a Experience of near Thirty Tears, of the In- 
Suſſicienty end bad Efe@s of fome Methods ; 
meaning ſuch as are taken by the former. 
As to the Words NECESSARY and UN- 
' AVOIDABLE, and what is urged. on that 
Topic, they are Expreſſions of ſuch Lati- 
tude and Uncertainty, as is ſhewn. in the 
Letter, that they either prove nothing, or too 
much. They prove nothing, if the Reſiſtance 
made againſt King Charles I. was not as e- 
_ refſary and wnevoidable as any other can be. 
For was it not carried on by fo great a Part 
| of the Nation as overpowered thoſe that 
oppoſed it? and this under the Authority 
aud Countenance of a Hoſe of Commons, who 
in the Name of 98 accus d him of 


. N * 1 A 
1 
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thdexvouriny! 90 1 IR and Deſtroy the Ex. 
3¹¹ Nation, of Breach” of Trgrand Oath, 


1 Et of affine gy to his Office? lt 

roves rob mnie t every "Mani is to determint 
| Aud bat there 18 no way of 
viſt ns between thelfeal'4fid the pte. 
„bit! Succeſs. If from what 54, 
og we may Argue to what 04262 to be; ant 


Attoktous as to want ag Ndvotate Nef 
farce Will bemtceſſary and nnievviduble oftner, 
feat, than its greafeſt'Afſetters deſite ir 


Food. There never was" thor eber will be 


EY Change in Governient, -thar-tha!l-not'be 
Tepured nckeſſary, 1 eber Riots; Ho- 


IWanadke mT. jot 
maintain ftſelf. e cbefsful wilt be 


oe 9 5 wicked” Are; and UniiZetR! 


Hon. 1 2 
We held 


many worthy V Perſons of *tHis *Judvritert : 
"Others ee arid ercept Caſes of Ne- 
tg, as they e es theihfelves; from ttt 
- general ale: But all dcciare it © avwmible, 
where it is flot abſolatth? decay. li 4 


* therefore Matter of fe utmoſt 
guence to Government, which is the mot 
©eonfideraÞble temporal Concefn, und to chat 


* Which * morelpordri6etteoalvatſon 


plead Nece in our Excuſe, What Fact d 


51 org at it can 


4 of the Sup! dicse Adchethſ, "ada 
7 in up Eger, and upon 
r Accom tſoeyet, and thereare ft! 
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upon mere Meceſſien, mere Pe A 188 any 


be Prefacee 
of Goods. hes every one ſhou d 

fully inſtructed when Ref fiſtance i and bes 
it it nat neceſſaryʒ leſt to avoid Trane tempo- 
ral. Evils, petiy Inconyveniencies, we diſturb 
ie Peace. of Mankind, violate, that Or der 
divine Wiſdom, has cſtabliſh'd, among view 
force Governors, for the common Security 
on harſher Mraſores than they wou'd Ab 
Wiſe Nee which is moſt Ae in⸗ 

e oupſelves, in the Fee all: Evils, 
din and Damnation 0 


Neceſſity thou! 
not be leſt at large to be crermin'd 200 
ing to every Man's Fangy z it abe to. be 
clearly ſtated, and nd defined by by.: the. ableſt 
eee ap wits N ae „ 


Ft, to — it upon 12 . Nabe, than 


other de Taba 
applicable te r Dok 


Ser pture;Realo 2, Law 
any of theſe were for b 
have no Heraſion to Din 


6j pleaded, Was 1 
vincible, not pretended, or. of, gur on me * 


4 king z it muſt not be taken, or rage, | 
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3 Preface. 
' deniable Fact. Neither is all this ſufficient 
to | ſatisfy Conſcience, unlefs it be alſo 
proved, that the Change fo ' neceſſary and 
_ wnavoidable, by rea ſon of theſe Facts, ren- 
ders Reſiſtance of the ſupreme Authority 
Lawful. For the Change being the Effect of | 
the Refflaxce, and ſuch as cou'd not other- | 
| wife have been produced, the Reſſtamee muſt 
Undoubtedly be neceſſary and unauoidable, if 
the Change is ſo. The Advocates for Ref 
Laxce tell us, That Princes who manage 
„ Publick Affairs with tolerable Care, and 
« are ſeldom guilty of great Enormities a- 
„ gainſt the common Good, are not to be re- 
* ffted, tho full of perſonal Viees.” They 
ert it lawful to reſiſt thoſe Princes only 
Who claim an Authority to ſubvert a Con 
„ ſtitution, to i perſe with Laws, to cre& 
an arbitrary Monarchy upon the Ruins of 
A free People; who levy Money for 
their own Uſes without-Conſent of Par- 
<- Jiament, riſe ſtanding Armies, break thre 
<<-their Coronation-Oaths, deprive the People 
of their Liberties, extirpate their Religrow, 
and entirely deſtroy their SubjeTFs Hippi- 
<& "meſs. Theſe ate the Words of a Clergy- | 
wma in bis Anſwer to the Nonjuror's Charge 7 
"Sehiſzs, p. B. But the Difficulty ſtill remains, 
for he has not told us, whether one or more 
of thoſe Oppreſſions render the Princes 
"Condu@ abſolutely inconſiſtent with the en q. 
. | _ . | 


| 
| 
5 | 


7 . alſo,p.g, 10, 32, 39, 40, 99, 103, 108.) 
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Good; or whether they maſt All concurr to 
juſtify Reſſtance, and render it neceſſary? Be- 
fides, he does not tell us whether the Con- 
fent of Parliament will not excuſe other En- 
ormities againſt the publick Good, as well as an 
unneceſſary lewying of Money. He ſeems to 
intimate as mucb, p. 8 but then, p. 18. he 
plainly declares, That the Legiſlative Pow- 
« er is as much a Truſt as the Executive can 
& be: And Repreſentatives are bound to the 
i publick Good and Heppineſs as much as the 
« Prince is. The Legiſlators are tied to enact 
i (uch things alone as make for the Safety of 
the Publick; and have no more Authority 
o enact things contrary to the End of their 
meeting together, than a Prince has to de- 


6 
$6 


„ ſtray the Publick, whoſe Authority is only 


« for its Preſervation. For Publick Good being 
the Fnd and Deſigu of Government, when 

« Publick Evil is deſgned by a wicked 
„ Legiſlature, they contradicł the Ends of 


„ their Authority, and in Conſequence. 
4 may be reſſted.” Who then muſt judge 


when the Reyſtance and Change are neceſſary 
And unavoidable? To“ leave it to a Chriſti- 
„ 4 People to judge whether they be uni · 


„ verſally oppreſs'd and enſtan d by their Go-- 


46 gernors or no, as Biſhop Heedly does in 
His Me aſure 4, p. 34. and a gain, P. 171. Edit. 
1. may be of dangerous Conſequence. (See 


Foe | 


7 37 D refark. 


+» Probabilities,” Arguments ſuited to Menus 
. way of Talking and Acting, may ſerve; its 
like, with them who have nothing at Heart 
beſides temporal 'Eſtabliſbments.' Nothing 
more proper to raiſe the Paſſions, than pa- 
thetic Declamations about Self. Preſervation, 
Self- Defence, Sel f Iutereſt, any thing of Self 
But ſober and unprejudiced Perſons, ' who 
have tearnt that Self Denial which the Goſ- 
pel teaches, and are not aſnamed nor afraid 
ofthe Doctrine of the Croſs, theſe ſincere Chri- 
ſtians ſearch after ſimpſe Truth in all Caſes, 
as the ONE ONLY MATERIAL POINF: 
the only ſure Foundation for Canſcience, the 
only Cextre in which all our Principles and 
Arguments ſhou'd meet, Truth being prefer - 
aa hle to all other Motives, Intereſts and Con. | 
 veniencies, 
For weak and fallacigns Arganients do fo 
7 much burt to Conſcience, and even to the 
Cauſe in whole Service 8 are us d, that in 
common Prudence, as well as Honeſty , they 
ought to be expos'd by all who wiſh hen to 
either. Truth may ſuffer by them for a 
| while, or rather the Perſons who take Autho- 
rity for Arguments, and great Names for 
ſttrong Reaſons, becauſe they lite to be de- 
luded, as finding their temporal Account in 
| 125 ; are too lazy to examine, or too cowardiy 
| o oppoſe a Torrent, and ſhew themſelves 
we for _ Truth But Truth will:ſarely 
| y Pier 
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prevail at laſt in ſpite of all Diſad vantages; 
for the Lip of Truth ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever, 
hui i lying Tongue (and à Fallacy is a Lye) i- 
bit for 4 Moment, Whatever the Induce- 
ment be, that pre vails wich Men to defend 
the Errors they have imbibed, or to fall in 
with thoſe in Faſhion, whether it be Re- 
gend for their | Eftates, their Bodies, their 


Tires, their Chilaten, and their lateſt Poſteri- 
yz yet if inte lntereſt of their Souls, whoſe 
real Intereſt is inſeparable from Truth and 
Juſtice, happens to be in the oppoſite Scale, 
asc was the Caſe in the firſt Ages of the 
Church, which ſhone in the brighteſt Glo- 
ry then it Members were expos d to the 
utmoſt Daoger, and Loſs of all but a goo 
Conſcience ; they will find themſelves zaf7- 
- nitely concern d to quit all the reſt for this 
one Pearl of greateſt Price, the One and amy 


— 


_ -#hing neceſſary. And if their Convictions 
come late, if they are not engaged till the 
«iwelfth Hour, they will think themſelves ob- 
+figed to be ſo much the more zealous for the 
Truth, and to labour more diligently in | 
heir Maſter's Vineyard. G00 calls npon 
hn Peqple, to ſuew themſelves Men; not to 
miſtake their true End, or the Means Pr 
| tain it; tos argue rationally, that is, confi- 
ſtentiy !: For tho Mit may appear in maintain- 
ing Abſurditics, in deceiving leſs bright. aud 
lels eapactous Underſtandings, not fo quick 
N e | in 


* 
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in apprebending,” nor ſo ſtrong in warding 
offa Blow ; tho” the Wiſdom of this World, 
which, in the Concluſion, -worketh Death; 
may ſo conceal the Sting, as to appear the 
only Step to good Living; toRiches and Ho- 
nour, Fame, and whatever the corrupted 
Heart of Man can deſire: Vet the Wiſdom 
from above is in the firſt Place pure, ſimple, 
free from ſecular, dirty Mixtures, and low 


Deſigns, ſuperiour to all thoſe little Artifices 


which Craft and worldly Policy make uſe of 
to gain their Point. It is a Ray from his 
Light whoſe Power is infinite as his Know- 
"ledge, and who taketh the Wiſe in their own 


Craftineſs, bringing about his great and glo- 
rious Ends, by means the moſt unlikely in 


the way of worldly Policy; that chewed 
' wiſe Mem backwards, and maker h their Know- 


ledge fooliſh; That Said to Cyrus be it my 


Eine and ſball fulfil all my Pleaſure. e- 


den ſaying to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built; 


aud to the Temple, Thy Foundations ſball be 
"laid. To Cyrus, above 200 Tears before he 


was born; 5 who was no ſooner born, 

than expos'd to wild Beaſts, thro? ſuperſti- 

1 tidus and unreaſonable” Fears; and out of 
great Prudence to prevent What Heaven had 
determined; to Cyra, à Stranger to the 
Common. wealth of Hrael, educated à Hea- 
then, ignorant of that Church and People 


: be was ordain d to 5 and eſtabliſh! ' 15 
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L E T T E R 


Te the Reverend 


Dr. S N AP E, Sc. 


Reverend Sir, 


— — ERE 10⁰ fortunate Abbe of 
vour Acquaintance ; or coud 
40 — you wou d return an An-· 
ſwer to; the private Addreſs of 

— =) an Unknown; or were the Sub- 
Bu m als Conſequence to the Publick 
Tranquillity, and the Conſciences of Parti- 
cular Perſons z you ſhou'd not have receiv'd. 
the Trouble of a Letter in Print from a 
nameleſs perſon, in no wiſe fond of enga- 
ging with ſuch a Maſter of Learning and 
Eloquence , but only deſirous of better In- 
formation concerning ſeven or eiglit Lines, 
which ſeveral, beſide myſelf, want Skill to 
conſtrue in the Place where they ſtand, and 
to accommodate to a Reſtoration Sermon. 

B = ® "mY 


Was ſo deeply engaged, as to make a ſub- | 
ſequent Change of the Government neceſ- 
* fary and unavoidable : But no ſach threat- *' 
© ning Projects to Religion and Liberty were 
formed under the Father;s Government. 
Which Words, in our Apprehenfion, imply, 
or in effect affirm, that Arbitrary and Deſtru- 
Five Meaſures, Projects that THREATEN 
Religion and Liberty, make a Change of the Go- 
verument NECESSARY and UNAVOIDA- 7 
BLE. Fhope, Sir, I have done you no Inju- 
ry in laying down this Propoſition. face al! 
the Words are your own, and nbt wreſted 
to a Senſe different from that in which you 
uſe them. What Uſe your Entimieswithmake | 
of themil know not, and ſh&uld be ſorry if 
they meet with ſo ſevere a Comment, às the 
Biſhop, your Ad verſary, puts upon the Cloſe 
af your Letter to him. But it is the Applica- 
tion that makes the Satyr; my Deſign is not 
to look forward but baekward, this heing of- 
ten as neceſſary, as for a Traveller, who has 
wander'd into a narrow Lane that leads to a 
Precipice, to retrace his Steps if he deſires to 
arrive in Safety at his Journey's End- I 
eee ee e enn 
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mean, therefore, only to obſerve, that it ap- 


pears to be your Opinion, 
1/7, That Reſiſtance of Sovereign Prin- 


| ces, if the King of England: be ong, is not 


abſolutely Unlawful. For in ſome Caſes, as 


when Religion and Liberty are Threaten'd,and 


Arvitrary and Deſtructive Meaſures purſued, 


4 Change of the Governor, for I do not think 


you meant a Change of the Government, as 


this ſignifies the Conſtitution, (tho the other 
may happen in its Conſequences to amount 


to this) is Neceſſary and Onavoidable. 
2d4ly, That this was not the Caſe with re- 
ſpe& to K. Charles I. but it was in relation to 


EK. James II. and therefore the Reſiſtance, or 
3 Noz-Aſſiſtance,(for they are in effect the ſame 
in the Inſtances under our Conſideration ; for 
which reaſon, and to avoid diſputing about 
Words, I ſhall comprize both under the” 

Word DefeFioz) was not Lawful in the 
former, but was ſo in the latter Caſe. 


I chooſe the Word Defection, becauſe 
ſome Advocates for Paſſive Obedience 


think themſelves abſolv'd, when they can 


a ſay, they did not Reſiſt their Prince, tho 


they remain'd Neuters when he did not 


* 7 pleaſe them; forbearing to give him that 


Aid and Aſſiſtance, which was fuitable to 
their Stations and Circumſtances. And in 


my Apprehenſion, if there be ſuch a thing as 


Natural Allegiance, much more if it be 


farther bound upon the Conſciency by an 


— 


\ 
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| Oath, he who does not affiſt his Prince when 


| invaded by Foreigners, 'or Rebels, as well as 


be who actually reſiſts by taking up Arms a- 


gainſt him, violates his Allegiance, and is 
ky of Defect ion from his Lawful Sovereign. 
Fort in this 8 not to hinder when we can, 
3s equivalent to approving. ' ' As to the Words 
Neceſſary and Unavoidable, they are Expreſſi- 


ons of great Latitude, ſo that it is not eaſy to 


define them. Every Man uſes them according 
to his Fancy, and ow therefore ſay what 
he means by them. Vou tell us indeed (p. 17. 
that the worſt Conſequence of Habitual Sin is 


the almoſt inevitable NECESSITY of dinning 
on But ſure you do not mean that this is 


either the Original or Subſequent Neceſſity of 
our Change of Government. No; that was the 
molt Deplorable of all thoſe Calamities, from 
which the Reſtoration freed us: Some what 
elſe muſt for this reaſon be underſtood by 
Neceſſary and Unavoidable. In general, 
they denote certain Means in order to ſome 
ad. The Aptitude of thoſe Means to this 


nd, and the Impoſſibility of attaining 
it without them, being that which renders 
them Neceſſary and Unavoidable, But 
then, the Lawfoloeh both of the End and 
Means is to be conſider'd, before either can 
be allow'd Neceſſary : For Sinful Actions 
n never be neceſſary,” either as End or 


Means; they are avoidable by Suffering, 


tho' it be. to Death; which is often ne- 


b Wa Chriſtian, who is not liceny 'd 
f9 


(s#F. 
der a Neceſſity not to Speak, much leſs to 


Do wickedly for GOD, who has no Need of 


” * 


the Sinful Man. Again, Lawful and Juſt 
Neceſſity, with reſpe& to the Subject, not 
the Cauſe, (for a Perſon may Lawfully ſub- 
mit to what another cannot Lawfully 
force him to) ſeems to me to import 
the Doing, or rather Suffering ſomething 
againſt our Will; as Cutting off a Limb, to 
fave our Life 5 Submitting to a lefs Evil, to 
avoid à greater; to Temporal Evils, to 
eſcape Spiritual and Eternal; to Loſs and 
Pain, that we may keep our Conſciences 
inviolable, free from Sin ; which, becauſe 
it is the greateſt Evil, can never be Eligible 
in any Circumſtances _ 

Temporal Proſperity is not neceſlary to a 
Chriſtian : According to the Tenour of the 


Goſpel , Chaſtiſements, Afflictions, and 


Perſecutions for Righteouſneſs ſake, are more 
certain Evidences of his Father's, Love, and 
more proper to qualify him for a Crown of 


Glory: They are made light and eaſy, by- 
entitling him to a future Reward, far ex- 


ceeding the momentary, Preſſure; by a-pre- 
ſent inward Jay, and inexpreſſible Sati fad ion, 
which every one, who has a juſt Claina to 


the Name of Chriſtian, muſt needs preferr 
before all the Power, and Affiuence, and Jol- 
lity of this World. And therefor:e the, 


- 
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Chriſtian's Self Preſervatior, ſuperſeding all, 
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other 
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other Obligations, conſiſts in ſecuring the 
Favour of God, which is better than Life, 
Aſſured of this, he can ſafely and chearfully 
| truſt Providence for all the reſt ; depending 
on GOD's Promiſes to his Church in gene- 
ral, and to every ſincere Member of it in 
Particular. 
l am not ignorant, that Men have twen- 
ty Neceſſities of a very different kind. The 
Rich Man finds it zeceſſary to keep up his 
Figure, by living as luxuriouſly as his 
Neighbours; ; and this leaves him no Super- 
Auities out of his Abundance, for the Poor: 
Alas, Poor Man! he has no more, than is 
neceſſary for himſelf. Another abhorrs 
Drunkenneſs, it makes him fick ;---but he 
can't keep Company but on this Condition ; ; 
it 'is by the Cuſtom of the World become 
Neceſſary and Unavoidable. Some defire only 
to maintain themſelves and Families accord- 
ing to their Rank, but they want Means to 
do it; Knavery is the readieſt way, and ſo 
it becomes Neciſſary. Others enjoy Places 
and Preferments Civil and Eccleſiaſtical; 
their Conſciences boggle at ſome Oaths © 
hut Swearing is a Neceſſary Evil ;--they and 
their Wives and Children muſt not ſtarve. 
A Highwayman cannot, or at leaſt will not 
work, and is aſhamed to beg; he thinks it 
 Nereſfery to take his Bread where he can find 
it. Once more; Man being a Free Agent, is 


under no Invincible Necelſi ty; but [ives here 
J > 0 ig 
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in 4 State of Tryal and Probation, invited 
and called upon to obey, by the ftrongeſt Obliga- 
tions both of Intereſt and Duty ; but tempted to 
difobey, by out ward ObjeFs, em inward Liſts. 

ermon, p. 8.) Yet ſuch is his Diſcretion, 
ſuch a Wiſe Uſe does he make of his Liberty, 
the Generality even of thoſe who live in 
Chriſtendom, put tbemſelves into ſuch Cir- | 
cumſtances, as render the Choice of Evil. ö 


>, 


and therefore. Tek to Ss what you. mean | 
by Neceſſary and Unavoidable., For, if the 
Change of Government at the Revolution | 
was ſo in any tolerable Senſe, .it was not“ 
barely Excuſable in the Inſtruments, | bat | 
highly Meritorions ; or, in the Words of 
that ſtrenuous, and only confiſtent Aſſextor "2 
of Revolution Principles, Biſhop. Heady. | 
he who purſued Arbitrary and Deſtructive | 
| Meaſures, might * be appoſed, not only 
without the Shadow of a. Crime. but with, 
Honour and Glory. (Sermon on Rom. xiii.) : 
An Univerſal Reſi Hande, in order to ſave 
a Nation and Poſterity from. Ruin, is ſo } - 
far from bordering, or looking, toward Sin, 
that it is Vertue and Honour. The wilful - 
and ſupine Neglecting to do it, is the Part 
which looks toward Vice. ( Anſw. to Dr. A. i 
p. 156.) Itſeems, it muſt be UNIVERSAL „„ 
Reſiſtance;, for then, without doubt, it is Sa- 
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feſt, and conſequently Lawful and Merito- 
_ rious! Indeed to Common Underſtandings 
| there appears no Medium; the Defection in 
6 1688 was either a very good, or a very wic- 
| | ked Action. 1 
So much has been ſaid againſt Reſiſtance 
by Divines of the Church of Exgland, as 
1 well as others, (and all that can be ſaid for 
N it, again and again inculcated by Biſhop 
Hoadly, of which you are no doubt ap- 
0 3 that it is not neceſſary, and wou'd. 
be tedious to you, Sir, and other Readers, 
and no acceptable Work to myſelf, to repeat 
what they have written upon the Subject. 1 
| ſhall therefore only obſerve, from what has 
been already ſaid in this Letter, that the 
| iNeceſfity of Reſiſtance depends upon the 
Tawfulneſs, but the Lawfulneſs does not a- 
_ rife nor follow from the ſuppoſed or appa- 
rent Neceſſity. For, as God does not neceſſi- 
| ddte us to be Good, (Serm. p. 9.) tis certain he 
z far from neceſſitating us to do Evil. If the 
" _ ortly Reaſon thar'renders Reſiſtance Lawful : 
1 y Caſe, is its being Neceſſary and Du. 
avoidable, no Man, who believes a Provi- 
dence, can ſay, that Reſiſtance is the only 
Medium to Safety, let the Extremity, be 
ever ſo great: No Man, who believes 
that the Wrath of Man ſhall praiſe GOD, 
and the Remainder of Wrath ſhall He reſtrain . 
* altho' for a while He ſuffers the Sons of 
-< Violenee to proſper, to infult His Inheri- 
r | * tance, 


69.) 


35 tance, to oppreſh His Ele&, and to lay 
waſte Fig Dwelling- Place that believes 
they are the Inſtruments of His Vengeance, 
the Scourges wherewith He cprreQs His 
Beloved Children; — that the do but exe- 
cute Hi, Decrees, whillt they are PERSE- 
6 CUTING Hir Saints ; — and that when His 
* Work is done, He will interpoſe with a 
* ftrerched out Arm, to baffle their Devices, 
and confound. their Malice. (Ferm. p. 3.0 
The plain and known Import of the Word 
* Abſolate, is, unlimited, unconditional, not 
K * clogg'd or reftrain'd by any one Exception 
© or Reſerve,” (Letter to the Biſhop of Bangor, 
5. 25. Edit. 4.) Therefore, Abſolnte Paſſive O- 
bedience, with an Exception in favour of the 
Revolution, a Poſition one has ſometimes 
met with, is a Contradiction in Terms. For 
the Doctrine of Non - Reſſ ſtance, as it was 
formerly taught, and before the Biſtinctions, 
Limitations, Ge. with which it has been 
gloſs d almoſt theſe thirty Years, were thought 
of, is ſo ineonſiſtent with the Revolution, that 
after all che Pains and Subtilty that have been 
uſed to reconcile them, the one or other of 
them ought to be given up by every honeſt 
Man. Biſhop Hoadly was aware of this, and 
therefore laben fs 0 prove Reſiſtance Lawful 
in ſome Caſes, in order to ſhew it neceſſary in 
that: He does not think it ſufficient to Excuſe, 


| nne to it as what could not be help d; ” 
0 - © 
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he carries it much farther, - For, if (ſays 
be) it be not plainly: Lawful or Eligible, 
no Chriſtian ought in Canſcience to venture 
upon it; but if it be, it muſt be alſo Ho- 
nourable and Glorious. 

There is another confi derable Difficulty, 
as to a C bange of Government's being Neceſ- 
ſary and Unavoidable; and that is, who 

ſhall be Judge? Caſes of Neceſſity muſt 
5 either be determin'd by Lawful Authority, 
| and this Caſe in particular by the Supreme 
Power, as being of higheſt Conſequenee to 
the Nation 3 or elſe it muſt be left to every 
Man's Private Conſcience, One does not 
' ſee how it can be determin'd by Authority; 
. becauſe Changing the | Government ſets 
aſide all Authority in being ; unleſs the 
. Laws have expreſly declared, upon what 
. Occaſion, and in what Circumſtances, the 
Supreme Authority ſhall be transferr'd from 
zone hand te another. Now, if the Su- 
pPreme Authority totally ceaſes, Government 
, cealcs with it: Sovereign and Subject being 
Relative Terms, and a "Laſt Reſort of the 
very Nature and Eſſence of Government: 
Every Governor, as ſuch, and ſo far as his 
Authority extends, being in the Reaſon and 
Nature of. things anaccountable to his Sub- 
jects, or to any but a Common Saperior, 
if ſuch an one there be. In which Caſe, the f 
contending parties canon longer wh my. l 
35 ider 
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ſider'd as Governors and Governed, as So- 
vereign and Subject, but as Equals; ſo far? 
as they may appeal to a Common Supe- 
rior, they are in a State of Equality, which 
is a State of Anarchy, if it extends to #7 
whole Nation. Therefore, if it be Law- 
ful for the People, by taking up Arms a- 
gainſt the Prince, to appeal to G0 D, the 
only Ruler of Princes; it will be neceſſary 
to clear this Notion from the Objection of 
Anarchy, which, we know, deſtroys all“ 
Diſtinctions, Rights; and Properties ; ; for 
theſe depend upon Municipal Laws, which 
are at an End when the Government is ſo. 1 

But, if the Laws are ſilent, and much 
more if they expreſſy declare againſt all 
Changes and Alteration beyond what they - 
have provided for 3 then is every one's pri- 
vate Judgment the: ſole Umpire of this 
NECESSITY ; if, after ſuch expreſs and 
ample De clarations, as ſome will tell you 
our Laws have made, and obliged the Sub- 
ject to make likewiſe, any Man can think it 
Lawful, (for otherwiſe it cannot be Neceſ. 
ſary ) to change the Government. Nor is 
the Caſe alter d, by being determin'd by any 
Number of Men whatever, unleſs authorized 
by Law: For if they are not a Legal, and 
therefore not an Authoritative Aſfembly z 
it is (till but Private Judgment. A Multitude 


of Men, aſſembled without Law, or in Op- 
"C7 poſition 


| 
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Poſition to it, tho they may gain Impunity 
by their Numbers, can never acquire Au- 
thority: They are only a greater and more 
dangerous Riot, but are ſtill no better than 
private Perſons, as to their Judgments and 
| Determinations ; having no Right to con- 
_ clude for others, or to lay any Obligations on 
them. To grant them ſuch a Right, wou'd be 


yielding up much more, than I dare ſay, Sir, 
you will ever allow to Private Judgment. 


What will become of the Authority of 
6000's Vicegerent- in the State, if they be 
thus ſubjected to their very Subjects? If 


Pri vate Perſons be exalted 4 their Ruler 


10 ſo high a Degree, IS tO judge and deter 
mine, whether or no he is their Sovereign, 
and they his Subjects? 


Government in the Church is * order to 


a Spiritual and Eternal End; and the Means 

of obtaining this End, the Diſpoſitions ne- 

ceſſary to qualify us for it, fo much out of 
Humane Cognizance, that the Governor 


cannot know, whether his Cenſures make 


_ Hypocrites, or fincere Chriſtians. The Bu- 
ſineſs of Salvation muſt be our own Work; 


and every one is principally concern'd in 
it for himſelf, and not for another, Tis 


_ otherwiſe in reſpect of Civil Government; 


whoſe Buſineſs is wich the Outward, not 
Inward Man ; to hinder ill Men from burt- 
ig pthers, whom none can hinder doing 

themſelves 


* 


( 
themſelves the greateſt Miſchief. If there- 
fore Government be ſo neceſſary in the 
Church, and Private Judgment without, much 
more in Nppoſetion to it, ſo dangerous, what 
muſt it be in the State, if allow'd to deter- 
mine the higheſt of all Points, in Civil Mat- 
ters, the Neceſſity of changing the Go- 
vernment ? 7 0 

I paſs over the Word Threatned, which, as 
. you uſe it, is alſo an Expreſſion of great Lati- 
tude, leaving Government very precarious, 
Threatnings are not always executed, nor de- 
ſign'd to be ſo; they may do their Buſineſs, and 
be avoided at much leſs: Expence both to 


Prince and People, than by a Change of o- 


vernment. They were afraid, ſays the Scripture, 
where no Fear was : Dangers are conjur'd up, 
and flight ones improv'd into formidable E- 
vils, by ſeditious Men and crafty Politicians, 
who know how to impoſe upon the Honeſt 
and Unwary. Many Inſtances of which ap- 
pear in the Reign of King Charles I. in which 
Fears and Jealouſies were at as great a Height, 
as they cou'd poſſibly be in his Sons. 
But you will ſay, without Reaſon, as it is 
in your Sermon, pag. 20. Far be it from me 
to detract from the Character of that excel- 
lent Prince, as well as extraordinary Chri- 
ſtian, King Charles I. Wo was as Eminent 
for Publick as for Private Vertues, and un- 
der whoſe Government the Nation flouriſh'd 
N TT twelve 


(14) 
twelve Vears in the utmoſt Felicity, a ad might 
long have done ſo, had not ambitious and 
unquiet Spirits brought Ruin both on King 
and People. Yet, if we compare the Hiſtory 
of his Reign, and what moſt of us may re- 
member of his Son's, we ſhall find the ſame 
Clamours made in both, the fame Umbrages 
given or taken, the ſame Principles vented 
and purſued, evil Counſellors 'accus'd, tho' 
their Maſters only ſuffer'd, (whom the Law 
ſeems to exempt, by giving it as a Maxim, 
that the King can do no Wrong ) and the 
fan ty Miniſters eſcap C. | 

For Proof of this, we need only compare 
the Petition and Remonſtrance, Dec. 1. 1641. 
which bore the Authority of a Houſe of Com- 
mons, with the Memorial preſented to the 
Prince of Orange, and other Papers that came 
only from private Hands; nay, even with the 
Grievances the Convention complain'd of, and 
provided againſt in their Petition of Right, | 
1688. The Men of Forty One complaining 
of, imminent Ruin and Deſtrudbion, — miſ-\ 
 chievons Devices for the Alteration of RELI- 
ON aud GOVERNMENT, --- Proceedings 
evidently .- for the Advantage: and Increaſe of 
POPERY:  --- acted by Jeſwites. --= and other 
Engineers ai: Factors "for! Rome, --- /o as to 
corrupt divers. Biſhops, --- Privy Counſellors, and 
Perſons of Truſt about the King, the Prince, 
and the Royal Children, <-« the InſurreFion of 


Popiſts, 


( 5) 
Papiſts, not barely fear'd, but actually felt 
in land, by a bloody Maſſacre. So that in 
the Opinion of a Houſe of Commons, arbi- 
trary and deſtructive Meaſures were carry'd 
firther in the Reign of the Father, than in 
that of his unhappy Son: For Diſorders did 
not meerly threaten ;, they had not only on. 
ed, but even overwhelm'd and extingniſhd the 
LIBE RTY, Peace and Proſperity of this 
Kingdom. 7 
a You ſee, Sir, how abſolutely neceſſary it 
is to the Publick Tranquillity, the Quiet of 
Private Conſciences, and the Salvation of 
Souls, to determine clearly and preciſely, fo 
as no honeſt, well-meaning Perſon may mi- 
ſtake, thoſe arbitrary and deſtructive Mea- 
ſures, which render a Change of Government 
Neceſſary and Unavoidable. For, however Ho- 
nourable and Glorious it may be, to reſiſt or 
deſert when Neceſſity requires z yet Unneceſ- 
ſary Reſiſtance and Defection is even by 
Biſhop Hoadly allow'd to be damnable. 8 — 
ſide the preſent Confuſion in which it puts 
a Nation, the Blood and Rapine that attends 
it, the Violation of Laws, and many other 
Temporal Miſchiefs ; that which is moſt De- 
Plorable in a Chriſtian View, is the Loofen- 
ing Mens Principles, and Hardening their 
Conſciences, by their endeavouring, not to 
act according to their Profeſſions, but to 
mould 8 form their Doctrines ſ uitable to 
22999991 their 


- 


11 
their Practices and preſent Con veniency, their 
Uawillingneſs to be convinc'd of their Errors 
and Sins, and yet greater Unwillingneſs to 
retract, and repent of them. For it cannot 
be deny'd, how pertinaciouſly the Men, who 
threw off the Government of King Charles ]. 
adhered to the Good Cauſe, the Bleſſed Work, 
and the Lord's Work, as they call'd it; how 

much they glory'd in it, even after the Re- 
ſtoration, and at the Hour of their Deaths! 
So that unleſs your accurate Pen gives us 
clearer and more infallible Marks of the Dif- 
ference between the Reaſons and the Ends 
of the Defection from King Charles, and from 
his unfortunate Son, we ſhall not be able to 
diſcern, why both were not equally Avoida- 
| ble, or equally Neceſſary. But it will (till 
appear, as it does to many, a making very 
bold with the Almighty, in our Addreſſes to 
Him, and in what is deliver'd from the Pulpit 
in His Name; or, in the ſofteſt Words, an 
Incon ſiſtency, to confeſs and deplore, as the 
| moſt heinous Guilt, and keep a National 
Humiliation for the One, at the ſame time 
that we celebrate and give Thanks for the 
Other. Inſtead of exerting ourſelves againſt 
arbitrary and deſtructive Meaſures only, and 
not preſuming at a Change of the Government, 
_ unleſs when it is neceſſary and unavoidable; 
we ſhall ſtill be in Danger of being fatally 
milled by the noiſy Clamour, and plauſible 
| | Pretences 
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© Pretences of ſome turbulent and unruly 
© Men, who complain loudly of thoſe Grie- 
© vances they wear to make heavier, and 
expreſs a tender Concern for our Liberties, 
when all they æim at, is, more effectually 
to enſlave ws. ( Serm. p. 19.) | 
© ThatAlmighty GOD, for wiſe and good 
Reaſons, does for ſome time bear with the 
Inſtruments of Evil, and ſuffer them with- 
out Controul to proceed to a very great 
and ſurprizing Height of Impiety: That 
there is a determinate Degree of Wicked- 
neſs, beyond which the Divine Providence 
will not ſuffer them to paſs, but manifeſtly 
interpoſes to prevent the fatal Conſequences 
that wou'd follow from an unreſtrain'd, 
unlimited Power, join'd with a malicious 
Will, and brutal Diſpoſition to Miſchief, ? 
are Truths, which, if they had not been 
evident before, you have, Sir, abundantly 
proved: But whether the Jealouſſes and 
Diſcontents, which embroil'd the Reign of the 
Father, were more cauſieſe than thoſe which 
dethron'd the Son, is ſtill a Queſtion a- 
mong a great many Perſons of different 
Principles and Speculations : Tho' I think 
all, or moſt, either heartily, or for Decency 
Sake, agree, that the former were carry'd by 
much too far. The Names of the various 
Forms of Government, that follow d the 
Defection from King Charles, were ap or 

. 7 


a M RA KM MM a ©. 


4 


©... Aa 


by few, but thoſe who had or hop'd for a 
Share in the Management. Others, what- 


ever real Alteration they made in the Go- 
vernment, were willing however to retain 
the Names and Forms made uſe of in the 
Old Eftabliſhment. They will not diſpute 
your being thankful, that © tho! the Wrath 
* of Man had prevail'd (in this Nation ) 
© to an exceſſive high Degree, ſo as to mur- 
der the Beſt of Kings, and overturn the 
* Beſt of Conſtitutions; it yet pleaſed GOD 


do reſtrain the Remainder of that Wrath, 


© by the Reſtoration of the Royal Family, 


_ © and ſettling us again on (what we call) 
dur ancient Foundations. 


Lou alſo teach us how to diſtinguiſh Pro- 
vidential Appointments from Ordinary Occur- 
rences Or that which GOD barely permits, 
( becauſe He will not deſtroy His own Work, 
nor treat vs like Neceſſary Agents, having 
made us free) from that which He approves - 
Who is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity 
with Approbation, or tolerate wicked Means 


for the Excellency of the End, to which in- 
deed they are no proper Medium, tho by His 


over-reling Power He brings Good out of 
Evil, notwithſtanding our Malice and Wick- 
edneſs. And therefore, you direct us to 
fearch after GO D's Pleaſure, not in 4 
Train df lucky Accidents, or Succeſs of any - 


Event, but in the Righteonſn'ſs of the Cauſe, 
4 e and 
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and the Conformity of our Meaſures to Ju- 
ſtice and Holineſs, For tho you do not ex- 
preſly mention the unavoidable Neceſſity 
of good Means, in order to good Ends; I 
will not think ſo ill of you, as to ſup- 
poſe you can diſpenſe with them. Tho? 
ome unguarded Expreflions ſhould be found 
here and there, Candor obliges us' to over- 
look them in a Diſcourſe that ſo well vindi- 
cates Providence from the Scandal of 47. 
proving what it barely Permits, and the 
Divine Purity and Juſtice in ſuffering the 
Way of the Wicked to proſper, and the 
Men to appear happy, who deal very trea- 
: cherouſly, 3 „ 
is hop'd, we ſhall no more interpret 
Precepts by Events, but determine the Law- 
fulneſs of our Actions by their Uniformity 
to the Written Rule, and the Example of 
our Lord and Saviour, the only perfect Pat- 
tern: Not by the Authority and Practice of 
fallible, mortal Men, tho? ever fo. Learned, 
ſo Great and Numerous, or in whatever 
Reputation for Wiſdom and Vertue, Ts 
the Law and to the Teſtimony; if they ſpeak 
not, nor act according to this Word, we 
may fafely conclude there is yo Health in 
them. oe 

It is by this Method only, that we can 
diſtinguiſh ſeditious Rulers and more ſeditious 
Teachers, from thoſe Judges and Guides, * 
95 * N 0 
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do not abuſe the Authority Chriſt has dele- 
gated to them, to ſatisfy the Doubts of His 
People, and explain the Meaning of His Laws. 
We beg you therefore, Sir, to condeſcend 
to ſet us right, by clearing up the Difficulty 
complain'd of thro this Letter, and which 
ſtill remains, notwithſtanding all you have 
| fo well deliver d about Providence. Juſtice, 
and Holineſs Generals, like the Sound of 
Bells, being apply d according to every one's 
particular Humour, Prejudices, and Prepoſ- 
ſeſſions. 5 
But Duty is of a rigid Nature, not to be 
bent to the ſeeming Neceſſity of our Affairs, 
or modell'd by our Circumſtances and Con- 
venieney, or the Humour of the Times: It 
depends upon thoſe immoveable Rules of 
Right and Wrong. and that ſtable Truth, 
Which is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for 
ever. Divers Weights and divers Meaſures 
are in all Caſes an Abomination to the Lord. 
Not all the Learning and Eloquence, nor 
the Authority and Inſpiration of the great 
Apoſtle of the Geztiles, cou'd have brought 
him off in maintaining Inconſiſtencies. For 
I build again (ſays he) the Things which 
I deſtroy d, I make myſelf a Tranſgreſſor. 
Not that it is a Shame to confeſs our Faults, 
and acknowledge our Miſtakes ; nothin 
more Glorious, nothing more Neceſſary to the 
Quiet of our-Conſciences,” and future Hap- 
. fg 8 a i & :, pineſs, 
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pineſs, befide all leſſer and preſent Advan- 
tages. Tis a noble Conqueſt over the Pride 
of humane Nature, ſo loth to own itſelf, 
or to have others think we are or have been 
in the Wrong, even when we know, or ve- 
hemently ſuſpe& ourſelves to be fo. And 
yet it is no more than owning ourſelves 
Men: owning what the Wiſeſt and the Beſt 
are moſt ready to acknowledge. Of which 
we have ſo many Examples in the Sacred 
Hiſtory, ſo many Models both of Private 
and Publick Confeſſions, that we need not 
be aſhamed to ſay with that Great and Good 
Courtier, and Premier Miniſter, whom 
Proſperity could not corrupt, and with 
whom Reaſon of State had no Weight, when 
contrary to Reaſon of Conſcience : O Lord, 
to us belongs Confuſion of Face; to our Kings, 
to our Princes, and to our Fathers; -becauſe we 
have ſinned againſt thee. ' W ag many 
grievous Enormities with which GOD 
chargeth his People the Jews, theſe are not 
the leaſt; that Truth is periſhed and cut off 
from their Mouths ;, in which, it ſeems, they 
glory'd; for they ſaid, we have made Lyes 
our Refuge, and under Falſhood have we hid 
ourſelves : Even the Prophets walk'd in Dyes; 
they ſtrengthen'd the Hands of the Evil-doers, 
that none did return from his Wickedneſs ; the 
Leaders of the People cauſed them to err; and 
they that are led of them, are defend; 
N e =o 
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Therefore has GOD pronounced a Wo unto 
them that, call Evil Good, and Good Evil; 
that put Darkneſs for Light, and Light for 
Darkneſs ; that are wiſe in their own Eyes, and 
pruden! in their own Sight; who juſtify the 
Wicked for Reward, and take away the Righ- 
reouſneſs of the Righteous from him. Truth 
is of a Divine Nature, Simple and Eternal, 
it ill not mix with Error. The Wrath of 
_ GOD, ſays the Apoſtle, is reveal d from Hea- 
ven againſt all Ungeodlineſs and Unrighteonſ- 
eſs of Men, who hold the Truth in Uurigb- 
teonj1icjs, It may not be corrupted, nor fo 
much as conceal'd by thoſe who are ſent to 
_ publiſh it. Wo be to fearful Hearts and faint 
Hands, and the Sinner that goeth two Ways. 
Mo to him that is faint-hearted , for he believ- 

eth not ; therefore ſhall he not be defended. 
The Spirit of the Goſpel is a Spirit of Simpli- 
city and Courage; it enables the Sincere 
Chriſtian ro deſpiſe the World, not to be 
afraid of them who can do no more than 
kill the Body, but are not able to hurt the 
Soul. So that I make no doubt, but that you, 
Sir, and all the faithful Servants of Chriſt, 
who are not aſhamed'vf the Goſpel of GOD 
our Saviour, but dare truſt Him for Support 
under their Preſſures, and Deliverance out 

of them in His due time, will join with 
me in the Collect for the Day. 


Almighty 


d 


9 
Almighty GOD, by whoſe Providence thy 
Servant John Baptiſt was wonder/ully born, 
and ſent to prepare the Way of thy Son our Sa- 
viour, by preaching of Repentance; male us 
Jo to follow his Doctrine and Holy Lite, that 
we may truly repent according to his Preaching, 
and after his Example conſtantly ſpeak ihe 
Truth, boldly rebuke Vice, and patiently ſuffer 


for the Truths Sake; thro) Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. Amen. 
1 
Reverend Sir, 
S. John Raptiſt's 0 | 
Day, 1717. 2 5 
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